
Did God create us unable to keep his law?

No, but because of the disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve, all of creation is fallen;
we are all born in sin and guilt, corrupt in our nature and unable to keep God’s law.

The New City Catechism, Question & Answer #14

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread
to all men because all sinned.

Romans 5:12

For what we proclaim is not ourselves,
but Jesus Christ as Lord,

with ourselves as your servants
for Jesus’  sake.

2  C o r i n t h i a n s  4 : 5



The Lord’s Day — April 7, 2019 A.D.
Welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus! If you are a guest with us, please be sure to sign our Welcome Pads when
they are passed around before the service. Children are welcome in our worship. We have a nursery available for
children 3 and under. Children 4 to 6 years of age may be dismissed to Children’s Worship prior to the sermon.
Thank you for joining us today and may the Lord richly bless you.

Song of Assembly1                                             Mighty to Save                                              Fielding/Morgan
Everyone needs compassion, a love that's never failing, let mercy fall on me.
Everyone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Savior, the Hope of nations.

Savior, He can move the mountains; my God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save
Forever, Author of salvation, He rose and conquered the grave; Jesus conquered the grave

So take me as You find me, all my fears and failures; fill my life again
I give my life to follow everything I believe in, now I surrender.

Shine your light and let the whole world see, we're singing for the glory of the risen King. Jesus!
Shine your light and let the whole world see, we're singing for the glory of the risen King.

Welcome and Announcements

Responsive Call to Worship                                                                                                      from Psalm 117
Pastor: Praise the Lord, all nations! Extol him, all peoples!
People: For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
All: Come, let us praise the Lord!

Prayer of Adoration & Praise                                                                                             based on Psalm 137

Hymn of Praise                                        I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord Dwight
I love thy Kingdom, Lord, the house of thine abode,

The church our blest Redeemer saved with his own precious blood.

I love thy church, O God: her walls before thee stand,
Dear as the apple of thine eye, and graven on thy hand.

Beyond my highest joy I prize her heav'nly ways,
Her sweet communion, solemn vows, her hymns of love and praise.

Sure as thy truth shall last, to Zion shall be giv'n
The brightest glories earth can yield, and brighter bliss of heav'n.

1 All songs used by permission or covered under CCLI license # 391165.
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Reading of the Word: Christ the wisdom and power of God 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where
is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom
of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through
the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men.

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Confession of Sin
Great and merciful God: we confess to You that we often adorn forms of godliness yet deny Your power; our
faith being dwarfed and overcome by what makes sense to us and the world's opinions rather than what You
have revealed in your Word. You alone are wisdom and righteousness - to this Christ testifies, but we stand
before You as foolish and unrighteous in thought, word and deed. Have mercy on us; please cleanse and renew
us and lead us in Your holy direction ...Silent & Personalized Confession of Sin...  Amen!

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                                              Isaiah 43:25
"I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”

Worship with Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs

                                                                         You Are the Lord Smith
Worthy we stand saved by His hand.
Great is Your name in all the earth.
Worthy alone Christ on the throne,

Your kingdom will reign forever.
You are the Lord Most High!
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                                                                 Through the Precious Blood
You have ordained every breath we take, in pleasure or pain, there is no mistake

Gladness and grief, both are in Your hands, and sufferings brief carry out Your plan
And our fleeting sorrows, will yield an endless prize,

When some bright tomorrow, we'll see You with our eyes, and

Grace upon grace flows down, flows down, And Grace upon grace flows down, flows down,
Through the precious blood of Christ,

Father of lights, Giver of all grace, Your mercies crown our lives all our days
River of Life, quench our thirsty souls, for no true delight does Your love withhold
And in every season, we are satisfied, For just one reason, Christ was crucified, and

All good gifts, every good thing, comes to us freely, so freely
All good gifts, every good thing, comes to us freely, so freely
Through the precious blood, Through the precious blood

                                                                       I Give You My Heart Morgan
This is my desire, to honor You; Lord, with all my heart, I worship You;

All I have within me, I give You praise; All that I adore is in You.

Lord, I give You my heart, I give You my soul, I live for You alone;
Every breath that I take, every moment I'm awake, Lord, have Your way in me.

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Petition                                                                                          Elder Greg Smith

Singing to the Lord Alas, and did My Savior Bleed?                                        Worship Choir
Alas, and did my Savior bleed, and did my Sov'reign die?
Would He devote that sacred head for such a worm as I?

Was it for sins that I had done, He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown, and love beyond degree!

My God, why would You shed Your blood, so pure and undefiled,
To make a sinful one like me Your chosen, precious child?

Well might the sun in darkness hide, and shut his glories in,
When Christ, the mighty Maker, died for man, the creature's sin.
Thus might I hide my blushing face, while His dear cross appears,

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, and melt mine eyes in tears.

His Tithes & Our Offerings
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Sermon2                                                                                                                                    Pastor Rick Stark
Wading Into Uncharted Waters

Joshua 3:1-17 (page 179)

We Respond
                                                           Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  Williams

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou are mighty; hold me with Thy powerful hand.

Bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore;
Bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore.

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing waters flow;
Let the fiery cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliverer, be Thou still my Strength and Shield;
Strong Deliverer, be Thou still my Strength and Shield.

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus
Christ to share in this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation that proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with
God and their neighbor, and who seek strength to live in a deeper communion with Jesus. If you are not a Christian, or you are not
prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider
your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people, the Church.
(Gluten free communion bread is available upon request; please speak to the pastor before the service or alert your server during communion.)

                                                                            Holy Spirit                                                    Getty, Townend
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul.

Bring the presence of the risen Lord to renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see;

Give me passion for Your purity. Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do-
Love enough to cover ev'ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude,

Kindness to the greatest and the least, gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace. Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, giving life to all that God has made,
Show your power once again on earth; cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise. Lead us on the road of sacrifice
That in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.

2 4, 5, & 6 year-old children may be dismissed before the sermon to Children’s Worship in room 132.
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Benediction3                                                                                                                                   Psalm 121:7,8
The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.

Song of Faith Worthy Is the Lamb Zschech
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns You reign victorious!

High and lifted up Jesus, Son of God. Sent from Heaven, crucified...worthy is the Lamb.

3 Just as God called us into His presence at the beginning, so now He commands His blessing upon us as we depart. We look up and extend our hands
in a posture of thanksgiving as we receive this great gift. Our final response to God’s assurance of His peace and presence upon those who are in Christ
is a chorus of joyful song.

This Week

Tuesday 6:30am
Men’s Bible Study @ Java Jaay (Mark)

Tuesday 9:30-11:00am
Ladies Bible Study @ DPC (In His Image)

Tuesday @ Noon
Men’s Bible Study @ Kent’s Office (Romans)

Tuesday 6:30pm
Women’s Bible Study @ NCC (Armor of God)

Wednesday 5:00pm
Middle School Choir / Soli Deo Gloria

Wednesday 5:30pm
Church Family Meal

Wednesday 6:00-6:30pm
Kids Choirs:
5 Year Old - 2nd Grade / Kids of the King
3rd Grade - 5th Grade / Dare 2 Declare

Wednesday 6:00-7:30pm
DPC Youth! (6th-8th Grade)
DPC Youth! (9th-12th Grade)

Wednesday 6:15-7:30pm
Worship Choir Practice

Wednesday 6:15-7:15pm
Adult Open Door Study (Prayer)

Wednesday 6:15-7:30pm
Life Groups

Wednesday 6:30-7:30pm
4 Year Olds & Kindergarten / Kid’s Quest
1st - 2nd Grade / Kid’s Quest
3rd - 5th Grade / Kid’s Quest

Wednesday 7:30pm
Praise Worship Band Practice

Friday 6:30am
Men’s Bible Study @ Temple, Inc. (Mansfield’s Book
of Manly Men)
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Get More Connected: Sign up for the weekly email by emailing Tonya at tonya@decaturpca.org.

Midweek Ministries: Wednesday nights, 5:30pm - 7:30pm @ DPC. Come enjoy a cooked or catered meal ($5/per
or $20/family) and then plug into a variety of fellowship & growth opportunities: Children's, Youth, Choir, Life
Groups, Open Door Study.
Officer Nominations: We will be accepting elder & deacon nominations the entire month of April. Officer
qualification study guides, reflection papers, and nomination forms are available on top of the dresser in the foyer,
along with the box in which to place your nomination. Please pray over any nomination you'd like to make, and read
the nomination form carefully.  Also, please note that these officers will be ending their three-year term (or have been
on sabbatical), and are willing to stand for election to another term: George Godwin, Jeff Keith, Mike McMahan,
Bill Nelson, Kent Quinn, Stuart Smith, Blake Temple, and David Zajic.
JOY Lunch: JOY Ladies, you are invited to meet for lunch, tomorrow, Monday, April 8, @ 11:00am, at Curry’s,
115 ½ Johnston Street SE. No need to RSVP, just show up. If you need a ride, please contact Tonya at
office@decaturpca.org
Youth B*A*S*H*: We're having a B*A*S*H* (Building a Servant's Heart) event this Saturday, April 13th. Meet at
the church at 8:30 that morning ready to do yardwork and we'll carpool to the house where we'll be serving. After
we're done, we'll head back to the church where we'll have pizza for lunch.
Local Missions Committee Informational Meeting: Join us next Sunday, April 14th immediately following the
worship service in the Cafe’ area. It should be about a 10 minute meeting.
Baby Shower: It's a boy! Join us for a baby shower for Jenna McGough next Sunday, April 14 at 2:00 pm, at Nicole
Smith’s home, 2205 Lockerby Drive SW. Jenna is registered at Walmart and Target
Frontline Prayer: You are all invited to freely, spontaneously, deliberately "ask Jesus anything in His name"
(Jn.14:14) for the sake of His glory and DPC's greatest good! Come join your friends on bended knees, bended
hearts... Sunday April 14th, 6:00 - 7:00pm @ Rick & Betsy Stark's home (3773 South Woodtrail Rd. SW).
Maundy Thursday Service: Our current sermon series has us studying what Jesus was doing and saying the
Thursday night before Good Friday.  What a great year to have a Maundy Thursday service!  Thursday, April 18,
6:00pm.  Expect it to be about 30-40 minutes.
Good Friday Service: Friday, April 19, 6:00 pm. Invite a friend. “At the cross in holy love God through Christ paid the
full penalty of our disobedience himself.” — John Stott
NextGen Easter Egg Hunt on the Farm: 2 yrs - Grade 5, Saturday, April 20, 10:00am = Noon @ the home of Mark
Lowe & Amanda Littrell (200 McCleskey Private Drive, Hartselle). All kids and their parents are invited, bring your
lawn chairs!  Invite a friend!  Questions? Contact Amanda at amanda@littrelllumbermill.com or 256-355-1468.
DPC Mission Trip to the Dominican Republic 2019: June 4-11 & June 11-18. Trip details are on the website @
www.decaturpca.org  See the "Ministries" at the top and click on "Short Term Mission Trips". Deadline for sign-ups
is April 24. Questions? Call or email Carol Godwin at 256-227-5614 or Carolg@pclnet.net.
Game Night: All ladies are invited to the WOG (Women of Grace) Game Night on Friday, April 26, 6:30pm at the
church. We will be playing Bunco. If you know how to roll dice, then you can play. Come for fun, fellowship, prizes
and snacks.
Sermon Outline Notes: for adults and children are available on the back table.
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"I have stored up your word in my heart..."
Psalm 119:11

"One of the most underrated benefits of memorizing Scripture is
that it provides fuel for meditation.  When you have memorized

a verse of Scripture, you can meditate on it anywhere at
anytime during the day or night.

"If you love God's Word enough to memorize it, you can become like
the writer of Psalm 119:97, who exclaimed, 'Oh, how I love your law!
I meditate on it all day long.'  Whether you're driving the car, riding
the train, waiting at the airport, standing in line, rocking a baby, or

eating a meal, you can benefit from the Spiritual Discipline of
meditation if you have made the deposits of memorization."

Donald S. Whitney

On various tables around the church, you'll find stacks of cards.  Pick one up and
stick it in your pocket.  Throughout the month of April, read and reflect and pray
through the verse you find printed there.  You'll find yourself memorizing it.  And,
as Donald Whitney says above, you will find that the deposits of memorization
provide the fuel for regular meditation.

There's only one verse printed on the card per month, but if you're feeling
ambitious, there are enough Bible references on the card to take you through the
entire month, one verse per week.

*the verses chosen have been selected from the book, , published by B&H Publishing Group


