
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

October 11, 2026 

For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but 

Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 

servants for Jesus' sake. 

2 Corinthians 4:5 

 

Decatur Presbyterian Church 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship is the heart and soul of the church; we are made 
for exalting Christ. We are intentional to invite everyone 
each Lord’s Day to encounter the living Christ in a joyful, 

reverent, and accessible way, receiving all the blessings of 
his Gospel to the praise and glory of God. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  

OUR IDENTITY 
Vision: A community of transforming grace 

 

Mission: Inviting everyone to love and follow Jesus 

CORE VALUES 
Worship: Reverent and Relevant 

Community: Close-knit and Outward-facing 
Discipleship: Robust and Transformational 

Service: Compassionate and Bold 

Soli Deo Gloria Choir 
Meal 
NextGen Choir 
Adult Choir 
NextGen & Youth 
Adult Groups 
 

5:00pm             
5:30pm 
6:00pm 
6:15pm 
6:30pm 
6:30pm 
 

WEDNESDAY 
NIGHTS 
 

Room 158: Proverbs 
Room 167: Ecclesiastes 
Room 168: Romans 

ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASSES 

Prayer 
Sunday School 
Worship 

8:45am 
9:15am  
10:30am 

SUNDAY TIMES 
 



 

 
LITURGY NOTES 

Do you have questions about how we 
worship? This column throughout the 

worship guide answers the "what" and 
"why" of the elements of our liturgy. 

 
During responsive readings, the part of 
the Leader will be in plain text, and the 

part of the People will be in bold. 

Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing1  
Come, Thou fount of every blessing,  
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet,  
Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,  
Mount of Thy redeeming love. 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer;  
Hither by Thy help I’m come. 
And I hope by Thy good pleasure,  
Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger,  
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger,  
Interposed His precious blood. 
 

O to grace how great a debtor,  
Daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,  
Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  
Prone to leave the God I love, 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it;  
Seal it for Thy courts above. 
 

 

ORDER FOR WORSHIP 

Song of Assembly:  

Welcome & Announcements 
Pastor Rick Stark, Associate Pastor 

1 All songs used by permission and covered under CCLI License #391165 

This song allows us to get situated in the 
room and prepare our hearts for worship. 



 

Prayer of Adoration & Praise 

Worship involves the whole person: 
body, soul, intellect, emotions. Singing 
hymns and songs grounded in biblical 

truth engages all our faculties in worship 
together. 

Praise To The Lord The Almighty 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near,  
Praise Him in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth. 
Shelters you under His wings, yea so gently sustaineth. 
Hath thou not seen how all your longings have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth. 
 

Praise to the Lord Who does prosper your work and defend you 
Surely His goodness and mercy does daily attend you; 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
If with His love He befriend you. 
 

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath come now with praises before Him. 
Let the amen sound from His people again;  
Gladly fore'er adore Him. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Hymn of Praise 

Psalm 61:1-4 
At God's command and invitation, we 

enter his presence and respond with 
WORSHIP. 

Call to Worship 

PASTOR: Hear my cry, O God, listen to my prayer; from the end 
of the earth, I call to you when my heart is faint. Lead me to the 
rock that is higher than I. 
PEOPLE: For you have been my refuge, a strong tower 
against the enemy. 
PASTOR: Let me dwell in your tent forever! 
PEOPLE: Let me take refuge under the shelter of your 
wings! 
 
 



 

When we confess our sins, we agree with 
Scripture's claim that all have sinned and 
fall short of God's glory. We confess 
general sins together, followed by a silent 
moment for personal confession. 

Our Father, we know that true strength is found in 
acknowledging you, but we prefer to trust our own 
abilities. We value looking competent to others more 
than humbly seeking the help we need to repent. Teach 
us to believe that you are at work in your church far 
more than all we ask or even think. Forgive us for our 
sin, and have mercy on us in Jesus' name 
...Silent & Personalized Confession of Sin...  Amen! 

Confession of Sin 

1 John 1:7 
All who confess their sins and trust in 
God's mercy through Jesus Christ 
believe their sins are pardoned. We 
remember this truth with a weekly 
Scripture assuring us of God's willing 
forgiveness. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Exodus 17:8-13 
God Prevails through Saints Helping Each 
Other 

 

Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. So 
Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go out and fight 
with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with 
the staff of God in my hand.” So Joshua did as Moses told him, 
and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up 
to the top of the hill. Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel 
prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 
But Moses' hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it 
under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur held up his 
hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his 
hands were steady until the going down of the sun. And Joshua 
overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword. 
 

PASTOR: This is the Word of the Lord.  
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God! 
 

Reading of the Word 



 

 

 

Psalms, Hymns, 
and Spiritual Songs 

 

Living Hope 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation, I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness, Your lovingkindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished, the end is written 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
 

Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven 
The King of Kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior, I'm Yours forever 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
 
 

His Mercy Is More 
 

What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum. 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore.  
Our sins, they are many; His mercy is more. 
 

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more. 
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn. 
Our sins, they are many; His mercy is more. 
 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam? 
What Father, so tender is calling us home? 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor.  
Our sins, they are many; His mercy is more. 
 

What riches of kindness He lavished on us! 
His blood was the payment; His life was the cost. 
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford.  
Our sins, they are many; His mercy is more. 
 

https://genius.com/25144197/Phil-wickham-living-hope/How-great-the-chasm-that-lay-between-us


 

How Great Is Our God 
The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice, trembles at His voice 
 

How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see how great 
How great is our God 
 

Age to age He stands, and time is in His hands 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End 
The Godhead Three in one, Father, Spirit, Son 
The Lion and the Lamb, Lion and the Lamb 
 

Name above all names 
Worthy of all praise 
My heart will sing 
How great is our God 
 

 

 
 

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There's salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Jesus, Yours is the victory 
 
 

 



Elders, responsible before God to care for 
and lead the church, serve by giving 

thanks for our blessings and praying for 
our needs. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Petition  
Elder Allen Schmidt 
…Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
(Immediately following this prayer, during the 10:45 service 
only, 4-6 year olds are invited, but not required, to attend 
Teach Me to Worship. They will meet their teachers in the back 
of the sanctuary and from there, will follow them to the 
classroom. They will return to sit on the back row to see 
Communion and hear the Benediction. Parents can pick them 
up there at the conclusion of the service.) 

 

All we have belongs to God. One act of 
worship is to acknowledge his generosity 

through cheerful and sacrificial giving. 

His Tithes & Offerings 

God promises to communicate with us 
through the preaching of his Word. Our 

trust is not in the preacher’s ability, but in 
the Holy Spirit using the scriptures to 

engage our minds and hearts. 

Sermon 
Pray for Each Other 
James 5:13-20 (Page 1013) 
Pastor Scott Phillips  



  Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
(Elders will bring the bread and cup in trays to each row. 

Gluten free communion bread is available upon request; 

simply pass the regular bread to the next person and raise 

your hand to signal the pastor. He will bring you the gluten 

free bread. In each tray of drink, the clear communion cups 

contain juice and the purple contain wine. Please hold the 

elements until all have been served so that we may partake 

together.) 

Jesus gave the Church this symbolic meal 
to communicate his presence and 
fellowship with believers. It is the family 
meal of Christians. 
 

To those not taking the Supper 
We’re glad you’re here and welcome you 
back any time. Take this moment to reflect 
on the claims made in this service and 
consider praying to ask God if he will 
persuade you of how you can know him. 

He Will Hold Me Fast 
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast. 
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path. 
For my love is often cold, He must hold me fast. 
 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast. 
For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 
 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast. 
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He’ll not let my soul be lost, His promises shall last. 
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. 
 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast. 
Justice has been satisfied, He will hold me fast. 
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 
Till our faith is turned to sight, when He comes at last. 
 



 from Psalm 20:1, 5 
Just as God welcomed us into his 

presence at the beginning, now he 
blesses his children as we depart. We 

receive this blessing in faith as we trust 
God to do all he says he will do. 

Benediction 

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble! May the 

name of the God of Jacob protect you! May we shout for 

joy over our salvation, and in the name of our God set up 

our banners! May the Lord fulfill all your petitions! 



 

 

 

  

SERMON NOTES 



VB 

Decatur Presbyterian Church, P.C.A. 

2306 Modaus Road, Southwest / Decatur, Alabama 35603 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 5660 / Decatur, Alabama 35601 

(256)351-6010 

CHURCH FAMILY REMINDERS 
 

Pumpkin Painting 
NextGen will be painting pumpkins on Wednesday night, 10/14. 
Make sure your kids are wearing paint clothes! 
 

Formed: Sabbath 
Join us October 23 at 6:00 PM for our next Formed gathering 
as we explore how Sabbath helps us trust God in all things. We’ll 
consider what Scripture teaches about rest, worship, and 
trusting God enough to stop. 
 

Table Shower 
Join us in celebrating Emma Montgomery (daughter of Jay and 
Mary Montgomery) and Jackson McGilvray with a Table Shower 
on October 25th! As they prepare for their wedding on 
November 21, let’s bless them with gifts from their registry. Gifts 
can be dropped off at the designated table in the foyer. Thank 
you for helping us shower this couple with love and support! 
 

Fall Festival 
Join us on Wednesday, October 28th at 5:30 PM for our annual 
Fall Festival, a free event for the whole community! Bring your 
friends and family for an evening packed with fun activities. 
Candy donation bins are located in the foyer and the children’s 
wing. 
 
 

3rd QUARTER 2026 
 

YTD Giving $859,413 

YTD Spending $830,609 

YTD Budget $924,518 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If this is your first time joining us, we’d love 

to get to know you better. If you’re willing, 

please scan the QR code and share a little 

about yourself. This helps us follow up, 

answer any questions you might have, and 

find ways we can serve or pray for you. 

Steve Sasser 
William Sasser 
Sam Thompson 
David Whitcomb 
David Zajic 

James Fudge 
Braden Ladner 
Wade Littrell 
Scott Missildine 
Bill Nelson 
Kris Olin 

DIACONATE 

Jason Seale 
Greg Smith 
Stuart Smith 
Jay Suggs 
Blake Temple 
Andy Thompson 

John Elder 
George Godwin 
Jeff Keith 
Mike McMahan 
Connor Ross 
Allen Schmidt 
 

SESSION 

Senior Pastor 
Associate Pastor 
Worship Director 
Administrative Director 
Office Administrator 
NextGen Coordinator  
Nursery Coordinator 
Kitchen Coordinator 

Scott Phillips 
Rick Stark 
Stu Schieler 
Jesse Pawley 
Tonya Roth 
Jessica Keith 
Allison Seale 
Elena Suggs 

CHURCH STAFF 

Jordan Littrell  
For those that would like to send a letter 
or card to Jordan & Leigh Littrell during 
their Houston stay, the address is: 
 

Jordan Littrell 
1850 Old Main Street 
Apt. #3009 
Houston, TX 77030 
 


