Decatur Presbyterian Church, p.c.a.

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 2018

A Festival of Lessons and Carols
Joy to the World! The Lord is come!

Call to Worship: Psalm 98:1-3
Pastor Tommy Lee
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm have worked
salvation for him. The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God!
Good Christian Men Rejoice
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First Lesson: Isaiah 40:9-11
Carrie Hill
The Proclamation of the Prophets Concerning the Messiah
Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of
good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will tend his flock like
a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with
young.
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Second Lesson: John 1:1-5,14
The Jacob Ladner Family
Joy in the Mystery of the Incarnate Word
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life,
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.... And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth.
O Come, All Ye Faithful
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Third Lesson: Luke 1:46-55
The Matthew Crupi Family
Mary Rejoices in her Savior
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble
estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great
things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the
mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich
he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
See, Amid the Winter’s Snow
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Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:8-20
Lory Schieler
The Angels and Shepherds Rejoice in the Birth of the Savior
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When
the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning
this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them.
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
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Fifth Lesson: Hebrews 12:1-3
Keith Wingard
Our Savior's Joy in Delivering His People
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. For since the message
declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we
escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard.
Angels We Have Heard on High

Page 214

Sixth Lesson: Psalm 67
Sam Stark
The Manifestation of Christ, the Light of the World, to the Gentile Nations
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your way may be known on earth, your
saving power among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad
and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the peoples praise you, O
God; let all the peoples praise you! The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us. God shall bless us; let
all the ends of the earth fear him!
Joy to the World!
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Homily

Pastor Rick Stark

Lighting of the Candles
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Silent Night! Holy Night!
Silent night! Holy night!

All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night! Holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Silent night! Holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King;
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

